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A Surprise at the Door: 
On August 18, 2016, there was a knock on my door. There stood John 
Adams, author of The Dragonfly Door, and 4,000 copies of his book. He 
wanted to donate them all to The Dragonfly Project. John and my 
husband, Greg Brooker, provided the sweat equity to get the 2,000 
pounds of books into our basement on a hot, summer night.  
 
I asked John two questions about why he donated 4,000 books: 
 
Why did you write the book? 
òMy early involvement with The Dragonfly Project was a reminder that 
children might benefit from stories showing some of the possible 
emotions a child experiences following the death of a loved one. I had 
experienced the death of a close family member in my youth and had 
few resources, then, to draw from. So, I purposefully ònormalizedó these 

and other possible feelings in The Dragonfly Door to let children know that what they were experiencing was okay. The book 
also gives parents and adults a tool to talk about death from their perspective. I believe at the time I also wanted to 
memorialize an important crossroad: when the death of Hans Bonde intersected with the 
formative path of Anne Brooker, leading to a universally powerful message of hope that 
continues to spread among countless numbers of people.ó 
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Valerie and a lot of books to share! 

On September 14, 2015 I got the most devastating news that I 
never saw coming. Earlier that Monday my best friend Ashley 
was hit on the road we always took home: a simple two lane 
back road. The impact of the accident spun her car around and 
took her life. Being only 18 years old, Ash was the first person I 
have ever lost. I took her death extremely hard and did not 
confide in anyone about my pain. I found myself constantly 
crying to the point I could not see straight, and screaming at the 
top of my lungs to the point I would nearly pass out. I was so 

afraid heaven did not 
exist and that my best 
friend was truly just 
GONE into some 
darkness. I came across 
the book Chicken Soup for 
the Grieving Soul and 
immediately I found 
myself pages deep 

reading about othersõ journey of grief. It was not until I came 
across the dragonfly story that I ever felt comfort. When I read 
the dragonfly story, it was then that I realized my Ash IS safe. 
Her beautiful earthly body may no longer be here, but she has 
grown herself new wings and transformed into a glorious 
heavenly body that is simply too wonderful for the human eye to 
see. Although I cannot see her for now, she is with me, and one 
day I will take on the same 
transformation. One day again I 
will hold her hand forever. The 
dragonfly story has been 
something I have shared with 
many people, and I always look 
back to it when I find myself 
crying. I now have many things 
with dragonflies on them, 
because when I see a dragonfly I 
cannot help but smile as it 
reminds me I have a glorious 
angel for a best friend :) 

Wings of Hope  by Alyssa Misemer 

Bequest Thousands of The Dragonfly Door Books   by Valerie Marquardt 
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Executive Directorôs Corner : Influencing  Someoneôs Journey
By Pete Bonde 

It doesnõt take long to make a positive difference in someoneõs grief journey. Hereõs how to do it: 
1. Go onto our website (www.dragonflyproject.org) and order a card. 
2. Write a simple note in the card such as òSorry to hear about your loss. Iõm sure that [give the full name of the 
deceased] was a special person. Take care of yourself and honor your grief.ó 

3. Put a regular postage stamp on it. Better yet, add an additional 21 cents and mark on the front of the envelope 
ônonmachinableõ. This helps to protect the key chain. This is how we send our bulk mail cards and key chains (which 
we call packets).  

4. Wait 3-6 months before sending the packet. You may receive a response from the recipient. It may take years, 
depending on the personõs grief journey. But regardless, you most likely will give a heartfelt 
moment to the grieving personõs for remembering their loss of a loved one. 
 
I hope you enjoy our newsletter this fall. The recipient response articles are always touching 
to read and often bring tears to my eyes. There is an article about a generous donation of The 
Dragonfly Door books from John Adams. And then there is a list of memorial donations and 
other support. 
 
Lastly, I want to thank all of you for your donations and support. Thanks to our many 
volunteers who help to keep our mission alive. The Dragonfly Project is looking to another 
good year of donations and reaching out to those who are grieving. Please contact me at 
execdirector@dragonflyproject.org if you have any questions or comments about The 
Dragonfly Project.   ~   Pete 

Over the years, I have been 
connected to the Dragonfly 
Project organization as an artist, 
a Board Member at Large, and 
a Volunteer. All of which are 
positions that I am humbled to 
serve in. I meet a great deal of 
people while working as an 
artist and community volunteer. 
Many of the folks Iõve met are 
serving, or have served, our 
country and communities. I just 
felt this need and opportunity 
to create a special card that 

included images of the American 
flag and dragonflies.  
 
I solicited the help of a fellow veteran, photographer and 
graphic designer, Bill Mitchell. We both served as active duty 
airmen in the United States Air Force, and a number of years 
with the Minnesota Air National Guard. Together we were 
able to create images that could offer a closer connection 
between the loss of the service member and the healing 
message of the dragonfly story. 
 
Permission to Soar  
The card titled, Permission to Soar, was created using a very 
tactile dragonfly image I painted. The adaptation of the 

American flag within the 
boundaries of the wings was 
accomplished by Bill. He spent 
many hours trying to get the 
image ôjust rightõ! 
 
éOf the Brave 
I paired a composite of 
dragonfly watercolor images 
that I painted with the lyrics of 
our countryõs national anthem, 
The Star-Spangled Banner. This 
resulted in the card titled ...Of 
the Brave.  
 
It is my hope that the creation and offering of these two 
ôAmericanaõ dragonfly images, along with the story of the 
dragonfly, will comfort loved ones of those who have served 
our country and communities in a very special way.    
 
I want to thank the Dragonfly Project for supporting this 
project. It was an honor also for me to work with fellow 
veteran, Bill Mitchell.  
 
To learn more about the artists visit: 
www.annieyoungarts.com and www.billmitchellimagery.com 

Veterans Create New Images for the Dragonfly Project  by Annie Young 

Permission to Soar  éOf the Brave 

mailto:execdirector@dragonflyproject.org
http://www.annieyoungarts.com
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Why are you making this large donation?  
òI have always believed in The Dragonfly Projectõs outreach to those grieving the loss of a friend or a loved one. Walter D. 
Cavertõs hopeful and purposeful message inserted into so many unassuming cards that have been mailed around the world 
says so clearly to others, ôAlthough we may not know you, we truly care about you, your loss, and your struggle for answers.õ I 
believe the elegance of Cavert's message and the simplicity of its delivery is an inspiration, and an example of raw and 
generous goodness. Something the world could use more of. It is my hope that these donated books bring more funding to 
The Dragonfly Projectõs outreach and expands its resources for parents and adults who are faced with a difficult discussion 
about death with young children. ò 
 
Our Current Outreach with The Dragonfly Door books: 
The board of directors realized that Johnõs generous gift could help the mission 
of The Dragonfly Project in so many ways. We began to determine how these 
books could be distributed to grieving persons in a meaningful manner. We 
recognized that this book could be given to children and to adults alike because 
of its beautiful message.  
 
In mid October, nearly 20 volunteers (ages 10-70) gathered together to write 
personal messages and sign their names in 214 books which will be sent to four 
schools who experienced the loss of a student or staff member. The schools are 
located in St. Paul MN, Chatfield MN, St. Joseph MN and Park City Utah. In 
addition, the Wetterling family in St. Joseph MN, who lost their 11-year-old son, 
Jacob, will also be sent numerous books to share with their friends and family. 
 
Dina Blumenfield received the book The Dragonfly Door from a friend in the fall of 
2012 after the death of her father. Her father was shot and killed at the age of 61 
at his business by a disgruntled employee, who also killed several others that day. 
Her son was 3 1/2 and her daughter was just over a year old when they first read 
The Dragonfly Door book. òIt gets picked out by them for us to read intermittently 
throughout the year even now 4 years later. They ask many questions about the 
characters and why they react in certain ways. You can really sense them thinking 
about the themes in the book as they hear it each time.ó 
 
Dina described why she and her children like the book and how it has been 
helpful to them in their grieving process: òThe book has a gentle but realistic approach to death and 
weaves in the continued connection we have with loved ones we have lost. It has allowed me to cry 
about my loss within the context of the story, while at the same time giving my children a background 
story to help them understand my feelings and their feelings of loss. It has a beautiful message and 
really helps me explore challenging topics with them in a straightforward and relatable way.ó 
 
John has made it possible, through his book, for parents to discuss the grieving process with their 
children in terms that they can understand. The Dragonfly Projectõs founder, Anne Brooker, 
summed it up by saying, òDeath is bewildering to all of us, but children especially may struggle to 
understand what has happened to their loved one. The Dragonfly Door gives children (and their 
parents) some tools to start navigating a confusing and difficult time. I was so touched by the 
donation, as I know it will help so many.ó The Dragonfly Project is grateful to John for writing 
the book in the first place and for making this kind donation so that we can bring a message of 
hope not only through the dragonfly story, but through The Dragonfly Door as well.  
 
Future Outreach 
For any questions, thoughts or comments about the distribution of The Dragonfly Door books, please contact Valerie Marquardt 
at valeriem@dragonflyproject.org. If you are interested in obtaining a book for yourself or for a loved one, please refer to our 
website (www.dragonflyproject.org) for how to make a purchase. 
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Remembering Joshua 
We would like to thank you for the beautiful card and key chain. We lost our son, Joshua, in 
an automobile accident the night before his 35th Birthday. That was one of the worst things 
we ever experienced. It felt like a part of my heart was just ripped right out. That pain is still 
there. I don't think it will ever go away. When we received your card in the mail it was just a 
joy to know that there are people out there who know what we are going through. We are 
just ever so grateful you thought of us. We put the card by his picture on the shelf where we 
can share it with our family and friends. Thank you again for sending such a wonderful gift. 
May God be with you all. Hope our donation will help your group. 

        ~ Jackie Stuhr 

Remembering Ryan 
I want to say thank you 
for the card I received 
from you. Your card and 
Dragonfly arrived on the 
5 month anniversary of 
Ryan's passing. The 
poem, card, and 
dragonfly have blessed us 
beyond belief. Thank you 
for your kindness and 
amazing story. Ryan was 
5. I am sure he is dancing 
in heaven! 
 ~ Anita Casteel 

Remembering Ethan 

I want to say thank you for the card I received from your 
organization, and especially Jeanne Bartlett. We lost our son 
in September of 2015 to suicide. His birthday was June 5th 
and we received this card on June 9th. It was magical. Just 
when you feel like the wind is once again knocked out of 
you by Motherõs Day, and then his birthday, this magical 
card appears and says, òwe are sorryó and òsomeone cares.ó 

I LOVE the story inside, how appropriate. Please 
know that today of all days, you have restored my 
faith in the goodness of the world just by sending 
this little card. Thank you. 
   ~ Deb Lynn 

Recipient Letters 


