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NOTE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
2019 was a great year for The Dragonfly Project. Our mission is to provide a message of hope, and one way we measure that is by 
the number of packets we give out. This year we provided 9,031 packets to grieving families all over the country and beyond.

Hi, I am Pete Bonde and welcome to our 2019 annual report. I hope you enjoy the pages that follow. I am the Executive Director of 
The Dragonfly Project. I have been gratefully volunteering for The Dragonfly Project since 2005 and am thankful to the board for this 
opportunity to serve, to connect with the community, and manage the day-to-day and long-term operations. 

The Dragonfly Project is a project built on gratitude and volunteers. The initial dragonfly card was received with much thanks. Those 
early years filled scrapbooks with stories of thanks and gratitude for the gift of the card, the keychain, and the dragonfly story. We 
have special volunteers and I am thankful for all of them. As The Dragonfly Project grew, we had volunteers specialize in 
coordinating, managing, and participating in these functions:

The Adopt-a-State program Gathering and responding to mail at the post office
Our Buzzette newsletter Delivering bulk mailings
Packet events Inputting financial income
The School Outreach program Inputting financial expenses
Putting keychains together Ordering supplies
Serving as Board members Our annual celebration
The Dragonfly Door program Graphic arts
The Military Outreach program Creating the Federal 990 Report
Sending out packets requests from our website

I look forward to continue serving The Dragonfly Project as executive director. Please contact me at 

execdirector@dragonflyproject.org if you have any questions or comments about The Dragonfly Project.

mailto:execdirector@dragonflyproject.org
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Packets Given AwayOUR IMPACT

Since 2002, The Dragonfly Project has 

sent out over 118,000 dragonfly 
packets, each representing a grieving 
individual touched by our mission

“Thank you for your card and keychain after my brother’s passing. God bless you for your 
kindness and comfort you bring to so many.”

-Lisa
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Note: Dollars Raised includes Donations and Sales by 3-digit Zip Code

Dollars Raised by Zip Code

What started with a 11–year-old girl in Minneapolis has grown into a national non-profit, spreading a message of 
hope to grieving people across the nation and world.   This exponential growth would not be possible without 

volunteers and donors sharing Dragonfly Packets with others. 



17th ANNUAL CELEBRATION AND REMEMBRANCE EVENT

On March 9th, 2019, The Dragonfly Project celebrated 
it’s seventeenth year at Nativity Lutheran Church in St. 
Anthony, MN.  This year was challenged by a snow storm 
that kept many people at home. Those who were not 
able to make it were able to view the program through a 
live internet feed. Over 40 volunteers, donors, and 
packet recipients joined together for an afternoon of 
sharing stories, celebrating dragonflies, and 
remembering loved ones. 

This year the Board Members and the Executive Director 
graciously offered a challenge to match any donations 
given at the Annual Celebration, up to $2,500.

Attendees got to enjoy lovely music from Freda 
Myhrwold, Nativity’s Worship Leader and Carmina 
Stensland. We heard heartwarming dragonfly stories 
from Dianne Sparks and Pastor Glenn Seefeldt.  After the 
program, attendees joined together for refreshments 
and the meeting of new and old friends.  In addition, a 
silent auction was held and was received very well even 
with the low attendance given the snow storm. We 
raised $5,250 at the event, which includes the donation 
challenge.



SCHOOL OUTREACH and 
DRAGONFLY DOOR OUTREACH
In 2019, we sent out over 430 packets and over 240 
books to 6 different schools as part of our School 
Outreach program.  In this type of outreach, we send out 
packets to families and staff after the loss of a student 
and provide a copy of The Dragonfly Door book for the 
school’s library.

Since receiving a very generous donation of The 
Dragonfly Door book from the author, John Adams, we 
have continued to expand our school outreach program. 
In 2019 we gave out a total of 509 books, which includes 
our school outreach count and the following:

· ”Acoustics for Angels”, an event in South Dakota that 
focuses on supporting those who have lost newborns.

· Schools in the states of  Texas and Wisconsin.

· “The Compassionate Friends”, a national organization 
that supports families experiencing the death of a son or 
a daughter, a brother or a sister, or a grandchild.

· Two Elementary schools in Chippewa Falls, WI that lost 
three students by a careless driver during a Girl Scout 
community service.



VOLUNTEERS

Groups who volunteered to make dragonfly 
packets in 2019

Women on Wednesday, Grace Lutheran Church, Anoka
Emma DeBruin

2019 Dragonfly Project Celebration Volunteers, Mpls
EmpowerME Conference, University of Minnesota

Nativity Lutheran Church
Nativity Women in Action

Thrivent Action Team-Freda Myhrwold & Beth Schumann
Thrivent Action Team – Winda Roets & friends

Mission Partner Weekend
The Dragonfly Project Board of Directors

Thrivent Financial – Appleton
Thrivent Financial – Minneapolis

Women of the ELCA (WELCA) Convention
WoMN Strong, Anoka

Jack & Germaine Lechler, Kiel, WI

By the time any given card has reached it’s
destination, 10 to 15 people have touched it with 

their hands and their hearts
Misty Allmind*
Carol Andersen*
Kristen Andrick*
Tracy Andriski*
Jeanne Bartlett
Rachel Beliveau*
Bill Bonde
Julie Bonde
Karen Bonde
Luke Bonde
Pete Bonde
Donna Brandell
Beverly Brennan*
Julie Briggs*
Anne Brooker
Greg Brooker
Margarette Brooker
Brian Buck
Sue Camilleri*
Donna Campbell*
Mara Christiansen*
Natasha Cronsell*
Dawn Dahlberg
Ann Danko
Jennifer Debruin*
Michelle Dehn
Carmella Deilke*
Gena Doyscher
Diane Feeney*
Pamela Fields*
Eileen Fink*
Denise Finley

Holly Schott*
Katie Schmalz
Jamie Scovronski
Cheryl Seefeldt
Denise Sodergren*
James Smith
Michon Smith
Stacy Smith
Jan Stanton
Janell Stanton Soderberg
Cher Starkel*
Bertha Steele*
Katy Swimelar*
Meg Swimelar*
Roxanne Topham*
P.J. Tombarge
Michelle Vomund*
Brianna Walvoort
Karen Weiberg
Sara Weingartner
Judy Wilson*
Tina Wyffels
Kristin Zigan*
Annie Young

Courage Kenny Rehab Group
St. Joan of Arc Youth*Denotes a 2019 Adopt a State Volunteer

Kate Lemke
Heidi Leppala
Erika Leraaen*
Susan Lewis*
Amy Lindgren*
Jill Lorber*
Valerie Loutsch*
Megan MacLeod
Sharee Marcus
Marcy Marquardt
Valerie Marquardt
Patricia McLain*
Paula McQuillen
Tammy Messina
Vera Miller*
Peggy Mills*
Angela Moss*
Kristen Nold
Michaela Ohlemann*
Alison Overstreet*
Judy Parizek
Amy Parnell
Bob Parrott
Kris Petersen
Michele Plower*
Kristin Ratliff*
Tanya Renner*
Winda Roets*
Dawn Roggenkamp*
Julie Rolfsen*
Melissa Sandry
Georgia Savat

Caitlyn Fitzchowan*
Sharon Foss
Sue Fritz
Shirley Gilliam*
Sheri Gittinger*
Kelly Gleonde
Cindy Glover*
Judi Good*
Kim Goodsell
Faith Hahesy*
Shara Hanley
Lisa Hanneman*
Michelle Haygood*
Amy Hennen*
Laura Hulback*
Brianna Jones*
Patsy Kahmann
Gloria Keller*
Julie Kimball*
Joanne Kintop*
Teresa Kohman*
Sally Kramer*
Lisa Kretsch*
Michelle Kubiak*
Marcia Kurtz
Nicole Kunza*
Becky Laney*
Tina Langhans
Duncan Lasley
Michelle Lease
Jack Lechler*
Jermaine Lechler





2019 FINANCIALS

Revenue

Donations (includes Packet donations) 55,226

Investment Income 3,335

Product Sales 3,798

Total 62,359

Expenses

Program Expenses 65,052

Management and General Expenses 15,963

Fund-raising Expenses 1,385

Total 82,400

P.O Box 12964
Minneapolis, MN

dragonflyproject.org
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